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In the Works
RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK
Triangle J Council of Governments is the
lead agency coordinating the Triangle Region's
Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) applications process.
Until late November 1982, the Foreign Trade Zone
Task Force (FTZTF) accepted bids from prospec-
tive owner/operators for the proposed FTZ,
eighty of which already have been chartered in
the United States to serve international com-
Lee Hood Capps , Coordinator of Triangle J's
Task Force, visited seven Foreign Trade Zones
across the country last October: Morehead City,
Wilmington, and Charlotte, North Carolina; Oak-
land, San Francisco, and San Jose, California;
and Seattle, Washington.
"Our goal was to visit existing operations
which were similar in concept to what we would
like our area's Foreign Trade Zone to be; and to
review the various arrangements between the
grantee, which in our case would be TJCOG, and
the operator of the FTZ," Capps explained.
San Jose's Foreign Trade Zone was particu-
larly interesting to Capps because it was an in-
land Foreign Trade Zone developed primarily to
attract the microelectronics industry, a concern
of TJCOG 's Task Force. Developed in 1976, San
Jose's was also the first Foreign Trade Zone in
the country to operate with a minimum emphasis
on warehousing, giving more attention to manu-
facturing and display. Capps stated that
TJCOG' s Task Force echoes San Jose's sentiment:
it, too, does not want to limit its Foreign
Trade Zone to performing warehousing functions.
The TJCOG expects the Triangle Area's For-
eign Trade Zone to be developed in two stages.
Initially, warehousing and light manufacturing
would be the primary activities within the Zone.
Later stages would accomodate manufacturing,
distribution, and exhibit space. "We're looking
for a Foreign Trade Zone operator who will be
able to give us this two-stage flexibility,"
Capps said. Previous import/export experience,
strong financial bonding, and the ability to
develop and maintain a Foreign Trade Zone site
within twenty five miles of the Raleigh/Durham
Airport are additional prime considerations for
selecting a Foreign Trade Zone operator.
More than twelve proposals for the Zone are
anticipated by the FTZTF, which is composed of
more than forty representatives from businesses,
Chambers of Commerce, and city and county gov-
ernments in the Triangle area. The successful
bidder will be notified in early January. For
more information contact Lee Hood Capps, Trian-
gle J Council of Governments, P.O. Box 1226, Re-
search Triangle Park, NC, (919) 549-0551.
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA
A Pittsboro, North Carolina s
group is making solar devices avai
low-income, rural elderly using a
grant and loan monies . The group
,
Heaven, has used funds from the Ep
cese, the Sherwood Forest Foundati
Department of Energy to buy materi
teen solar retrofit projects. The
whether hot water heaters , window
collectors, are built at day-long










boxes , or air
workshops open
Under the group's loan schedule, no inter-
est is charged the first year. In succeeding
years a buyer repays the loan at a 5% interest
rate. The buyer has three years from the date
of completion of the project to repay the loan.
Loans are based on financial need, intended per-
iod of residence, and home ownership or landlord
approval.
Prices for the units are $75 for window
boxes, $100 to $500 for air collectors, and $300
for hot water heaters. This covers the cost of
materials only, as labor Is provided by the buy-
er and/or other participants at the workshops.
Buyer participation is encouraged.
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In addition to combining different types of
funding, Energy From Heaven has worked with many
different agencies and organizations in the
Pittsboro area. Rays of Hope, another group
promoting solar energy, has been the sponsor of
the day-long workshops. The model for the re-
volving loan fund is drawn from the highly suc-
cessful experience of Bill Dow and Paul Konove
in Sand Mountain, Alabama. In the two and one-
half years that the Alabama project has been op-
erating, approximately seventy greenhouses,
eighty hot water heaters, and over 100 window
boxes have been built and put into use. In ad-
dition, Sand Mountain now has a solar-powered
community clinic.
Reaching the elderly, though, has proven to
be a challenge. People are still hesitant about
using solar. Although word of mouth is the best
form of advertisement, Energy From Heaven has
relied on contacts made through the Council on
Aging, the Chatham County Extension Service,
many churches, the Department of Social Ser-
vices , and the Chatham County Housing Author-
ity.
Energy From Heaven is a community service
project of Saint Bartholomew's Episcopal Church.
For more information, contact Cathy Markatos at
(919) 542-2139; or Bill Dow at Route 3, Box 73A-
4, Pittsboro, NC 27312.
WINSTON- SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA
The City-County Planning Board of Winston-
Salem/Forsyth County has recently begun a series
of small area plans which focus on key areas of
growth and change within the city and county.
The size of these areas varies from a small
neighborhood to a proposed highway corridor ex-
tending across most of Forsyth County. Although
different in size, all these areas are experi-
encing particular growth pressures resulting
from public and/or private development. Typical
development of this sort includes new highways
and suburban office/industrial parks.
The primary purpose of the small area plans
is to translate and fine tune the Comprehensive
Development Guide by providing more detailed re-
commendations. In addition to the more tradi-
tional land use and zoning recommendations,
these plans suggest development and design con-
cepts for vacant land within the study area,
which is suitable for building according to na-
tural systems analysis. This approach provides
a very workable and practical framework for dis-
cussions with developers, city-county officials
and residents about implementation. In effect,
the plans are structured to speak the same lan-
guage as developers and local government offi-
cials so that public concerns are clearly com-
municated. Thus, the Comprehensive Development
Guide, which takes a broad-based community-wide
perspective on guiding growth, is supplemented
and expanded with implementation level detail,
more effectively linking policy with actual de-
velopment decisions.
Although underway for less than a year, it
has become apparent that the most valuable at-
tribute of small area planning is the early in-
volvement not only of residents but also of in-
vestors, developers, and city officials. Bring-
ing all the land use actors together helps to
identify common interests as well as points of
disagreement. As a result, a candid yet healthy
atmosphere prevails during the plan's formative
stages for developing and discussing alterna-
tives to identified problems. This helps to
avoid the "reactive" response common to public
hearings when plans are developed with little or
no input by citizens, investors, or developers.
Therefore, when a small area plan reaches final
approval stages, most problems have been re-
solved, or at least clarified with alternative
courses of action, and their consequences fully
described for the governing board.
For more information, contact Bill McNeil,
Senior Planner, City-County Planning Board, P.O.
Box 2511, Winston-Salem, NC 27101, (919) 727-
2883.
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